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variables, or seek to understand a
phenomenon. Some qualitative research seeks
to develop theory through rigorous data
interpretation and analytical frameworks.






| inform others is only a secondary benefit. | only a secondary benefit.

11. Is the current project part of a continuous process of gathering or monitoring data within an organization?

No. The project may be part of a program of Yes. Projects would often be part of an No. Usually the focus is on time-limited
research, but is not part of ongoing assessment | ongoing assessment of program effectiveness, | projects that target service, product or
of program changes. changes and innovations. process improvements. Projects are often
initiated in response to issues and trends or
through monitoring of program outcomes.

After you answer the questions in the table, if you are still unsure whether your proposed project requires research ethics board

review, please contact the research ethics office at ethics@dal.ca. Include a one-page description of the proposed project, the
potential benefits, the research instruments and the answers to the above questions. When in doubt, an application for
research ethics review is recommended.

Please note that all projects benefit from applying the core research ethics principles of respect for persons, concern for welfare,
and justice. Whether or not your project is characterized as research, you are encouraged to adhere to ethical standards as well
as any professional or practice standards of conduct.

Prepared by:
Research Ethics, Dalhousie University (November 28, 2013; updated May 1, 2024)



